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A child and her mother take a walk in the forest near Jerusalem, gazing at their reflections in a

rippling pond and appreciating their time together.Inspired by the poem “The Pond” by Hayim

Nahman Bialik.

"Readers will be happily confused by this picture book.Almost every page of the story �based on

a piece by Israeli national poet Hayim Nahman Bialik �is gently disorienting. The narrator is a

young girl walking through the woods with her mother, and as they look at the reflections in the

water, she says, 'The forest is upside-down,' and 'There in the water: the sky!' Kelner takes this

as a challenge. In her paintings, the sky is often the same color as the water or the ground, and

the characters' clothing matches the nature around them. The most challenging section is

when the girl says, 'Ima and I see our reflections in the pond. We look the same, like two drops

of rain.' ('Ima' is the Hebrew word for 'Mom.') This isn't quite true. The mother is tall, freckled,

and redheaded. The daughter is more compact, and her skin is the pale brown of coffee ice

cream. But the paintings include small details that mirror each other so that the characters

really do start to look alike. Busheri adds off rhymes to the text at unexpected moments ('same'

and 'rain,' 'come' and 'sun'), which is both lovely and a bit startling. The imagery, both in the

words and the pictures, is so beautiful that readers may be heartbroken when a ripple in the

water takes the reflections away. People will be stunned by this book even if they're too

astonished to explain why." �Kirkus ReviewsInspired by “The Pond,” a Hayim Nahman Bialik

poem, this lovely picture book tells of a mother and daughter’s walk in a forest near Jerusalem.

As they walk past a small pond, the girl observes their reflections in the pond, looking the

same, but upside down. As the wind picks up, the girl becomes wary, wondering where the

“upside-down forest” went and asking her mother for a hug. When the sun returns, the world is

wonderful again. Illustrated with what appears to be oil pastels and watercolors, the full page

and double page depictions of the water’s edge, the trees and flowers, and fish and birds

convey a sense of calm that is dispelled as the wind goes whoosh and the upside-down

reflections are lost. There is much to discuss in this deceptively simple story: how can you tell

that the girl and her mother have become worried? Look carefully at the pictures of the water

and sky. Can you tell where each begins and ends? Examine the way the mother’s dress looks

like it blends in with the trees, flowers, and grass near the water. Do the mother and daughter

“look the same, like two drops of rain?” The book concludes with an author’s note about Hayim

Nahman Bialik, and an explanation of the meaning of the poem upon which the book is based.

The statement that the poem “is a beautiful exploration of the relationship between Torah and

reality” leaves one wondering if the author read an entirely different poem!Based on the poem,

“The Pond,” by classic Hebrew poet Hayim Nachman Bialik, this peaceful picture book fol

lows a young girl and her mother as they walk together through the Jerusalem forest and

gaze at their reflections in a pond. The trees and the sky, reflected in the water, seem upside-

down to the sensitive, perceptive girl, giving her and the reader the sense that perspec

tive can be variable and changing; everything can be what it seems to be while also expand

ing the mind with an appreciation of greater possibilities.Bialik, often called “Israel’s nation

al poet,” was born in Russia and, late in life, relocated to Israel before it was a state. His

poems were written in Yiddish but primarily in Hebrew, and were often about Jewish histo

ry and Zionist aspirations. His love for the land of Israel is reflected in his lyrical poems



about nature, some of which were written for children. “The Pond,” written between the years

1904 and 1905, is a complex and nuanced ode to nature, introspective thought, and Jewish

philosophy. It inspired Devora Busheri’s captivating and thought-provoking picture book

which is deceptively simple and subtly conveys a sense of Bialik’s thoughts and expres

sive language.Illustrator Noa Kelner paints the forest as a place of mystery and peace, a

perfect setting for reflection and quiet joy. The mother and child react to the scenery all

around them and the viewer is as much a part of the landscape as the landscape is part of

the viewer. The art and text meld into a seamless whole.This book is a lovely homage to

poetic imagery, nature, and the bond between parent and child."A young girl and her ima

(mother) walk hand in hand through the forest, enjoying the spring blossoms and reveling in

the natural world all around them. When they come to a pond, the child is delighted to see her

surroundings reflected in the still water. Then a breeze blows, rippling the water, and making

the images all disappear. Busheri's lyrical story, inspired by Hayim Nahman Bialik's poem, 'The

Pond,' serves as an appreciation of the natural world as well as homage to Bialik, who is

known as Israel's national poet. Kelner's colorful artwork emphasizes green and earth tones,

punctuated by blue, purple, and red blossoms and birds. The style is somewhat casual (as if

composed by a child with markers), but that does not detract from the art or render the figures

unclear. While the story is slight, this makes a good introduction to a nature walk, and could

lead to some interesting explorations of the properties of water and reflection. Appended with

an author's note about Bialik and his poetry." �Booklist--This text refers to the paperback

edition.About the AuthorDevora Busheri is a children's book writer, editor, and translator. She

has authored and edited many books for various publication houses in Israel. Her previous

include The Abba Tree and In the Jerusalem Forest. Devora lives in Jerusalem with her

husband and their four children.Noa Kelner graduated from the Bezalel Academy of Art &

Design. She works with book publishers, newspapers, and magazines, and loves to give

stories color and form. She is the co-founder and artistic director of the annual "Outline –

Illustration and Words" festival in Jerusalem and also teaches illustration. She lives in

Jerusalem with her husband and two children. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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The book by Damian Harvey has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 1 people have provided feedback.
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